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for some planetary crackpottery? We've collected a great selection of the coolest news stories about strange things out in space, and between the two of us, we've
done some sorting. Let's dive in. New Horizons's view of Ultima Thule, a world so far from Earth that people now call it New Descartes, is so pretty and exciting that

it's already given rise to a new category of extreme celestial art. And we don't mean elegant sunset photos. The new painting was created by David Deming, a 5-year-
old boy from Arlington, Virginia, and he describes it in the video below. "This new world is half the size of our own Moon, but it's always aligned in the sky on the

same spot, just like the Moon. And it has a strange set of rings. These are rings of ice, hundreds of millions of square miles across," explains Deming in the video. It's
an oddly compelling explanation, although it isn't quite accurate; "rings of ice" is a bit of a stretch. The ice rings in this painting aren't really there. Deming's father,

Chris, got him into a painting competition where he had to draw the landscape of Ultima Thule. After looking at the picture for a while, he started to see black specks
on top of the rings, so he asked Chris what those were. And sure enough, there are the inhabitants of Ultima Thule, a decidedly un-friendly species called the Kuiper
belt objects. It's an important thing for kids to recognize about the solar system. Although Neil deGrasse Tyson had a habit of forgetting it, he was a great champion
of the story of our origins, and also the story of humanity's origins. In the video below, he makes the case that we owe a lot to our closest neighbors, the stars: "It

wasn't that long ago that we were like the tent-dwelling people of the New World and the planets were like the wild animals, the big predators 6d1f23a050
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